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EDITORIAL
As we commence the 9th year of publication of the
AMCAP Journal. we do so with appredation to all of those
of you who have contributed to the progress of the past
and with faith and hope for continued progress this year.
The quality of the Journal is primarily dependent on you-for submission of scholarly, sound and stimulating
articles and suggestions. We invite you to help make
1983 the best year yet for the Journal. Deluge us with
your articles and suggestions. Thank you!
BCK
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

I cannot speak for others. I know not their mind nOr
their heart. I can say that my mind and heart were
pierced by the insight and truth that was reflected in this
application of the principles of justice and mercy. I'm
grateful for the Gospel, grateful for Alma and for his
teachings to his son.
I had long understood that mercy could only intercede
in behalf of the person, and prevent blind justice, based
on repentance, but I am not sure I would ever have
"invented" the application of these principles as Vic
Brown has revealed it. That idea and example will have
tremendous value for me as I work with individuals who
are caught in such struggles.
This insight, as shared by Brother Brown, is typical of
what I would hope we might achieve as we pursue the
integration of Our religion with Our professional practice
and vise versa.
Cordially,
Gary Carson
Past President-AMCAP

Dear Burton:
I am impressed to write today in response to Victor
Brown's address at the AMCAP convention last April. I
am most grateful that it appeared in article form in the
October, 1982, issue of our journal. This article, entitled
"Human Intimacy: Further Considerations" was
significant to me and demonstrated what I see as the
unique contribution that AMCAP can make--namely a
closer in tegra tion between the gospel of Jesus Christ
and the professional training that most of us pursue in
our efforts to constructively intervene, as invited
through therapeutic endeavor, in people's lives.
I believe it also demostrates what can happen when a
uniquely qualified person makes that effort. May I share
why I claim that Vic Brown is uniquely qualified?
1. He is professionally trained.
2. He works in a clinical fashion within the context of a
church administered and supervised agency.
3. Most importantly he has had a close alliance with
President Kimball and has conferred extensively with
him regarding clinical/religious applications that are
made in support of those whose lives are disrupted by
sexual difficulty.
I note that President Kimball's biography indicates
that he was designated specifically as one of the general
authorites that was to work with this population. His
years of effort and his inspiration unquestionably have
led to significant understanding and insight. Brother
Brown has been able to glean from that effort and
inspiration as is evidenced by this anecdote. On the
occasion of AMCAP recognizing Victor L. Brown, Jr. for
his contributions to the association, his father was in the
audience. As an officer in the association that year, I
went to Victor Brown, Sr. to express appreciation tohim
for his son and for the contribution his son had made to
us professionally and spiritually. Victor Brown, Sr. was
delighted in the moment and in the experiences and
events of past years that had contributed to his son's
development. It was at that point that he shared with me
that, despite his being the Presiding Bishop, he did not
spend as much time with the prophet as did his son.
Somehow as I read Vic Brown, Jr:s writing, I see
evidence of significant insight and compassion. I note for
instance in this most recent article, the case of the man
"who had made a career of confessing his unworthiness
to Mormon bishops around the world... " (p.6) based on a
childhood experience, in desperate times, of engaging in
incest. The therapeutic response involved separating the
act from the intent and understanding the desperate
need for human contact and comfort. The twin
principles of justice and mercy, as taught by Alma to his
wayward son, Corianton, were used to sort out the
man's feelings and to give him a chance to meet the
needs for justice by repenting for the act while still being
given the mercy to forgive himself for "gaining
nourishment to a starving heart" through the
tenderness of his sister that had been misdirected in a
sexual act.
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CORRECTION
AND APOLOGY:
Regrettably there was a typographical error in the
article of Brother Victor L. Brown, Jr., "Human
Intimacy: Further Considerations," in the October, 1982
AMCAP Journal. The last line at the bott{)m of page 7,
column 1, as submitted read, "Why did my [helping
person] ask me to go to my father and tell him I love
him?" rather than as published, "Why didn't my [helping
person) help me to go to my father and tell him I loved
him?"Our apologies to Vic and to those of you who were
misled by that error.
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